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Ethnic identity can be navigated through portals of religion by 
Filipino-Americans partake in volunteer projects and 
engagements with other people in the community (Cherry 7).
Sexual identity intersects with ethnic and religious identity 
when gay second-generation men would modify the way they 
act through moral management (Ocampo 156).
Filial piety can be a major factor in affecting relationships 
between the parent and child. 'Utang na loob' - or being in debt 
to one's parents (Corpus and Nadal 171). Being outspoken to 
one's parents can be a sign of disrespect, so compliance with 
first-generation's values is one obstacle that is observed.
The state of liminalism of being bicultural can affect how one 
sees themselves (Jackson). The marginalizing of appearing too 
Filipino or too American is heard when growing up, but one 
can embrace of being both cultures and not just adhere to one.
"What does it mean to be a Filipino-American?" There is no 
one distinct answer to this question for it sparks so many 
various answers. There are approximately about 1.9 million 
Filipinos living in the U.S and the Philippines is recognized as 
the 4th country where most of the U.S immigrant population 
comes from (Batalova and Zong). It is easy to lump all Asian-
Americans together, but when one thinks of a Filipino-
American, it's sometimes not the immediate visualization or a 
representation of the whole community.
A Southeast or South Asian "face" is often overshadowed and 
overlooked by the aesthetic stereotypes of an East Asian. 
Filipino communities are dispersed throughout the U.S with 
high settlements in places such as U.S Military bases i.e. 
Virginia, San Diego, Texas, Florida, and New York (Posadas 
22-23). These communities are diverse depending on the areas 
they are situated in. Filipino-Americans' identity is shaped 
through different facets. The people who surround them 
affects their construction of their own identity.
Exploring one's identity is an ever-changing journey of figuring 
out the "whys" and "hows" of a home country's colonial past 
and bouncing back from it with greater understanding. Despite 
generational differences, first and second-generation Filipino-
Americans continue to exchange their thoughts, beliefs, and 
values through different portals of religion, gender, and where 
one lives in order to better understand each other.
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Research Question
In this research project, the question being delved into is: 
"How do second-generation Filipino-Americans bridge the 
generational gap with first-generation Filipino-Americans 
while navigating their own ethnic identity?
Method
Evidence and Findings
The method used to explore first generation and second 
generation Filipino-Americans were investigated through four 
dimensions:
• Religion: how Catholicism permeates in the Philippines 
and how first-generation parents bring their religious 
traditions in order to pass on to their children like Simbang
Gabi/ Misas de Aguinaldo (Posadas 55).
• Gender: how religion molds the values of first-generation 
and may clash with second-generation outlooks on sexual 
identity and the application of gender constructions.
• Locality: where do Filipino communities reside and how 
do second-generation connect to their homeland through 
their parents' help when one is a limited bilingual (Trieu 
et.al. 1188)
• Second-Generation Filipino-Americans Disrupting 
Colonial Mentality: Asia Jackson and Stephanie Gancayco
paving paths in which young Filipino-Americans embrace 
their own skin tone (Escobar) and culture.
Conclusions
Source Img: "#MagandangMorenx". Morenx X Uprisers. 
2019, https://www.asiajackson.com/magandang-morenx.










Source Img: "Philippines-CIA Map." Wikipedia Commons, 
2004, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Philippine
s-CIA_WFB_Map_(2004).png
Source Img: "5 View of Saint Malo, Louisiana." Wikipedia Commons, 
1883, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:5ViewsOfStMaloLouisiana1883.jpg
Saint Malo, Lousiana: First settlement of Filipinos in the United States.
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